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all, and give a hue of poetry to the whole life of man. For all 
the vicissitudes of that feeling, as Mr. Montgomery forcibly remarks, 
' are pre-eminently poetical, in every change of form and color 
which it undergoes, being intimately associated with all that is 
transporting or afflictive, bright and pure, grand and terrible, 
peaceful, holy, and happy, in mortal existence.' " 

2. — The Earthly Triumphs of Christianity. By Professor Bush. In 
the Literary and Theological Review, No. III., September, 
1834. 

This article is on several accounts highly interesting. It con- 
tains many novel views and ' striking suggestions, presented in the 
author's somewhat peculiar style of thinking and expression. Prof. 
Bush endeavors to show that Christianity is destined to break up 
the political distinctions of nations and States, — to overthrow civil 
governments, — and to bring the whole human race into one vast 
community. The reasons for this conclusion we have not room to 
give ; but can only remark, that it is on this ground he predicts 
the cessation of War, and the ultimate prevalence of universal and 
permanent Peace. We place before our readers what he says on 
this point. We will previously observe, however, that, for ourselves, 
we have no faith in the peculiar ground taken by the able and ex- 
cellent author. We do not believe that the final triumph of Chris- 
tianity involves the dissolution of political distinctions, or the over- 
throw of civil governments. Nor do we believe this is necessary 
in order to the universal abolition of War, any more than the ex- 
tinction of private property and the dissolution of the domestic 
relations is necessary, before Christianity can correct the evils 
which are occasioned by them. The right of private property, the 
domestic relations, and the special bonds by which individuals are 
thus formed into distinct families, are the occasion of many things 
contradictory to the just, the generous and peaceful spirit of the 
Gospel ; but we do not believe that it is the intention of Providence 
to put an end to these evils by extinguishing, through Christianity, 
private property, and breaking up the distinction of families. Chris- 
tianity will correct the cause, and not the occasion — the selfishness 
which perverts, and not the institutions which are perverted. In 
like manner, we believe that civil governments and distinct States 
will exist in the day of " the latter glory," as well as distinct fami- 
lies ; and that the influence of Christianity will be seen in binding 
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the States and nations of the earth into one great, harmonious com- 
munity of nations, just as it will bind the distinct families of every 
nation into one harmonious community of families : and thus the 
spirit and the practice of war will be abolished. But we come to 
the extract : 



" The transition from the appointed triumphs of Christianity in 
the new modelling of the social organization of the world, to its 
effects in the abolition of War, is at once easy and natural. Des- 
potism is the foster-mother of war ; and the extinction of the for- 
mer will scarcely fail to be the precursor of that of the latter. The 
expectation of such a result is certainly warranted by the soberest 
dictates of reason and of revelation. In casting our thoughts for- 
ward to that bright period, towards which the universal groaning 
creature is ' stretching forth the head,' it is impossible to conceive 
of the continuance of this tremendous evil in connexion with the 
cheering visions which loom upon the eye of faith. There is a 
gross' incongruity in supposing that men shall keep up the horrid 
• trade of war,'--that serried armies shall be mustered and marched — ■ 
that deadly armaments shall go forth to waste, kill, and destroy — 
that fleets shall be burned, cities sacked, and villages depopulated, 
while at the same time the dove-like influences of the Gospel are 
descending upon all hearts. Who does not instinctively shrink 
back from the bare supposition of a moral anomaly like this ? On 
the other hand, we are irresistibly compelled to think of such a 
period as one in which wars and fightings shall cease — when the 
voice of wasting and destruction shall no more be heard, when the 
spectacle of murderous legions shall no more be an eye-sore to 
philanthropy and humanity, and when there shall be a happy meta- 
morphosis of the bloody weapons of war into the implements of 
husbandry and the peaceful arts. But to effect such a revolution 
inthe most cherished sentiments, habits, and prejudices of mankind, 
no other agency but that of Christianity is competent. So deep and 
inveterate are the warlike appetencies in men, that, apart from the 
inspired predictions respecting the result, we should renounce hope, 
decline effort, and sit down in blank despair. Men might as well 
unite to arrest the winds in their course, or to stay the flowing of 
the tides ; as wety might they kneel down and put their shoulders 
to the ground to check the heavings of an earthquake, as to attempt 
by mere human agency to banish War from a world which it has 
so long claimed a prescriptive right to lay waste. But, guided by 
the oracles of truth, we can plant ourselves on the very summit of 
the Mount of Delectable Vision, in anticipating the triumphs of 
Christianity over this master- scourge of the earth. It is here, and 
here only, that we find the talisman capable of dissolving the magic 
military spell which, from the days of Nimrod on the plains of Shi- 
nar, has fascinated and enslaved so large a portion of the human race. 
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Here only do we find a principle adequate to the entire regenera- 
tion of public opinion on this subject, and of which the effect shall 
be to hold up the demon of War in all the grim repulsiveness of his 
features. It is a corrected and Christianized public sentiment which, 
like Old Mortality at the grave-stones of the Covenanters, shall 
renew or alter the inscriptions on the tombs of warriors, writing 
murderer instead of hero, ambition instead of patriotism, revenge in- 
stead of justice, and transforming the sculptured laurel wreath into 
the funeral cypress. 

" But how shall this result, by this agency, be achieved ? Ad- 
mitting that the influence of Christianity is appointed to exorcise 
this fiend of fire and sword, this Apollyon of blood and carnage — 
from the earth, will it be merely by infusing sentiments of reciprocal 
good-will into the nations, and thus rendering them averse to engage 
in warlike strife 1 That such will be the fact we have no question ; 
but that this is all that will be necessary to divest the world of its 
belligerent character, we cannot persuade ourselves. The rival 
and conflicting interests of nations have hitherto been the main causes 
of War. But these interests would not have existed had not dis- 
tinct national organizations existed, and will doubtless exist no longer 
when they are done away. For ourselves, we confess that our 
hopes of the general prevalence of peace are founded principally 
upon the prospect of the disintegration of all great consolidated gov- 
ernments, and the merging into one vast community of the hitherto 
divided empires and sovereignties of the earth. Rival nations, made 
such by the most arbitrary and artificial causes, have ever consti- 
tuted the grand abutments on which the arches of the temple of 
War have rested. 

" ' Mountains interposed, 
Make enemies of nations, who had else, 
Like kindred drops, been mingled into one.' " 

But for the permanent removal of this colossal curse from the 
world, is not the grand requisite, the doing away of its main pro- 
curing causes 1 As long as the existing fabrics of separate govern- 
ments are kept up, nations will subsist in a rival attitude, and while 
this is the case, mutual jealousy will still be supplying a thousand 
occasions for the outbreaking of the war spirit. What is essential 
for the extirpation of the evil is, for men to believe, and to act upon 
the belief, that the good of the whole is the good of every part — 
that in a rightly ordered state of things, there could be no ground 
of collision between different portions of the race — that the interests 
of one could no more clash with those of another, than any of the 
straight lines drawn from the centre to the circumference of a circle 
should cross, or intersect each other — and that a bloody strife be- 
tween two communities is as really unnatural and as abhorrent to 
all the better principles of our nature, as would be a mortal combat 
between two brethren of the same family. A pyramidal pile of an- 
cient prejudices must doubtless first be unsettled and thrown down, 
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before the view now presented can become prevalent, or at least 
efficient ; but for ourselves, we cannot conceive of Christianity as 
having attained its highest triumph, till it has brought the entire 
population of the globe to regard themselves as one great family, or, 
to use the apostolic metaphor, as a vast body of substantial oneness, 
"compacted of that which every joint supplieth, and making increase 
to the edifying of itself in love." In the expedient, warmly advo- 
cated by some, of a court or congress of nations, for the adjustment 
of international disputes, we confess we have little faith. It is a 
plan that supposes the continued existence of those political arrange- 
ments, the very being of which we consider as incompatible with 
the prospect of abiding peace. No principle is to us of more obvi- 
ous truth, than that any remedial device which takes for granted the 
continuance of an evil that Christianity tends and promises to de- 
stroy, goes directly to perpetuate that evil. The only plan which lays 
the axe at the root of the evil, is that which assumes for its founda- 
tion, that there is no actual necessity for the occurrence of the causes 
of war, and these we conceive it to be the design of Providence to 
cut off,, by the entire renovation of that political economy from 
which they grow. 

The suggestions now thrown out, connecting the prospect of the 
abolition of war with that of the downfall of civil governments, 
may seem to put off the day of the world's redemption from the 
scourge, to a very remote period, — a deferring of hope which may 
make the heart of philanthropy sick. We are ready, however, to 
concede much, very much, to the progress of an enlightened public 
sentiment on this subject, even where pure Christianity has not had the 
principal hand in moulding it. A pacific course of policy in the inter- 
course of nations is evidently gaining ground. Men are becoming 
more and more averse to the ultima ratio regum, — they shrink more 
decidedly from the dire resort of an appeal to arms, — they cannot 
bring themselves so readily to " cry havoc ! and slip the dogs of 
war." It would seem that the truth of Cowper's remark, that 
" war's a game, which, were their subjects wise, kings would not 
play at," is beginning to be very generally admitted. In all this 
we recognize but the native humanizing effepts of Christianity upon 
every people, among whom it obtains, and only wait for its more 
complete operation to realize the utter and irrevocable abandonment 
of the barbarous practice. To this result, moreover, we perceive 
a marked approximation, in the more pacific interpretation begin- 
ning to be put upon the precepts of I he Scriptures bearing upon the 
subject, and in the rigid scrutiny to which the reasonings in favour 
of defensive war are beginning to be subjected. It is, doubtless, a 
question which may well give pause to the moralist, whether the 
current opinions of mankind in regard to the duty of self-defence, 
do not stand related to the custom of war, with all its horrors, pre- 
cisely as did, a few years since, the general sentiment in respect to 
moderate drinking to the habit of intemperance. The advocate of 
peace may perhaps be taking too high ground in denying unqualiti- 
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edly the right of self-defence, but we are persuaded that the expedi- 
ency of waiving the right on the ground of Us inevitable abuse, offers 
a position on which he can safely stand. Making all due allowance 
for the perversion of the doctrine, it may yet be asserted that the 
extent of a Christian's permitted, we might say, commanded, reli- 
ance on the succours of an overruling Providence, is but imperfectly 
apprehended, even by pious men. We are well aware, that the idea 
of trusting to Providence, when armed legions are pouring down 
upon us, will be at once branded as the height of fanatical folly. 
Yet the charge moves us not. We grant, indeed, that if a people 
in such circumstances are not unanimously confiding, they cannot 
assure themselves of divine protection. The right-minded may 
suffer from their fellowship with the unbelieving. .But let any 
community, in the spirit of meekness, conscientiously and unitedly 
cast themselves upon the defences of Omnipotence, and that not 
merely as a temporary expedient, but as part of a general course 
of devout obedience, and we see not why the same power which 
planted an impregnable bulwark around the ancient race of Israel, 
so long as they remained steadfast in allegiance, will not interpose 
for the safety of those who trust in his Providence, from the fear of 
transgressing his law. Or if we suppose that they should fail to be 
protected, and should become the victims of a brutal soldiery, yet 
their voluntary sacrifice, which could easily be compensated in 
another world, would tell so powerfully on the moral interests of 
the universe, that they could even afford to make it. But after all, 
our views of the grand process which is to result in the abolition of 
war, repudiate the hypothesis of one people's thus invading and de- 
stroying another, from the mere wantonness of cruelty ; for the 
same causes which will render the one averse to resisting evil, will 
make the other unwilling to inflict it." 

3. — The Peace-maker's exalted Parentage and rich Inheritance : a 
Sermon, fyc. By the Rev. Cornelius C. Vanarsdalen, Hart- 
ford: 1834. pp.31. 

This discourse was delivered at New Haven, in June last, during 
the session of the Legislature of the State, by appointment of the 
Connecticut Peace Society. After a brief but vivid exhibition of 
the evils and miseries of war, and its deadly moral influences, the 
author proceeds to consider the application of the text, — " Blessed 
are the Peace-makers ; for they shall be called the sons of God" — 
to efforts for the suppression of the custom of public war. He 
shows that the blessing here announced, rests on those who seek to 
make peace, to promote and diffuse the peaceful spirit of the Gospel 
among men, as well as to cherish and exhibit it in their own persons. 
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